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PRESS RELEASE
L’Ill. 
Déborder la rivière.
June 13 - October 26 2025

The Ill is Alsace’s principal river after the Rhine, 
flowing from south to north across the region. From 
its headwaters in the foothills of the Jura mountains, 
it runs along the Vosges and through Altkirch, Mul-
house, and Strasbourg before it flows into the Rhine 
after a journey of about 220 km.

It is a modest river, more often tamed than left wild, 
but it still lends its name to the Illsassen region. 
The river’s ties to its surroundings also embody a 
broader, universal reflection on the place and status 
given to natural features.

As it winds its way through its own particular lands-
cape, it raises the same question that can be asked 
all over the world: what is the relationship between 
natural features and their environments?

The exhibition Déborder la rivière portrays the Ill as 
an entity linked to resources, activities, and species. 
Through a collection of works that use the river as 
a symbol or the Ill in particular as a case study, the 
exhibition sets out to observe these connections, 
echoing a system in which every element of a lands-
cape is essential for the others in it to flourish. The 
voice of the Ill mingles with that of humans, plants, 
and animals to tell the story of an ideal ecosys-
tem in which the rights of each component are 
acknowledged.

Eleven artists have focused their attention on the 
riverbed: Carolina Caycedo, Angeline Dubois, En-
castrable (Antoine Lejolivet and Paul Souviron), Tanja 
Engelberts, Guillaumit, Mariana Murcia, Marie Ouaz-
zani and Nicolas Carrier, Charles Prime, and James 
Webb. They present works either directly inspired by 
the Ill or by encounters with other rivers.

Through sculpture, painting, video, and installation, 
they create a dialogue with the water, its inhabitants 
and its surroundings, inviting us to rediscover the 
river and learn a new way of existing in our world.

Curator: Sandrine Wymann

L’Ill is a collaboration between the river and the CEAAC, La 
Kunsthalle, and the CRAC Alsace, and will run to October 
2025. The project is made possible by the program Mieux 
produire, mieux diffuser, organized by the French Ministry 
of Culture and supported by the Région Grand Est.
It is supported by the DRAC Grand Est, the Région Grand 
Est, the European Collectivity of Alsace, the cities of 
Strasbourg, Mulhouse, and Altkirch, the European Union’s 
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(LEADER program), [N.A!] Project, HEAR, the University of 
Haute-Alsace’s Service Universitaire de l’Action Culturelle, 
Motoco, and L’Art & La Matière (Mulhouse).
The exhibition is sponsored by the Prevel Signalisation and 
Mitwill Textiles companies.

EXHIBITION

Events

Thursday, June 12, 2025
Press preview: 10.30 am
Opening: from 6 to 8 pm

Saturday, June 14, 2025
Picnic by the river l’Ill 7 to 10 pm  

Exhibition  
La Kunsthalle Mulhouse  
La Fonderie, 2è étage 
Wed, Thurs, Fri > 12 to 6 pm 
Sat & Sun > 2 to 6 pm

During Art Basel (17-20.6) 10 am-6 pm 
Free entrance 

Contact 
Stéphanie Fischer   
stephanie.fischer@mulhouse.fr

+33 (0)3 69 77 65 56 
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